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We�re all familiar with con-
crete. It�s been a staple in 
our driveways, patios, garage 

and basement � oors, and sometimes 
even our wall systems. But times are 
changing, and so are homes.  More 
recent trends include integrating con-
crete countertops, sinks, drain boards, 
trivets, backsplashes, bar tops, outdoor 
kitchens and � replace surrounds. Many 
consumers choose concrete because it 
is something different from the granite 
and natural stone applications that we 
see in many homes.  While concrete 
satis� es homeowners� desire for some-
thing unique, it still maintains the 
characteristics of natural stone that 
people have come to know and love. 
Also, as environmental concerns rise, 
concrete, with its many �green� char-
acteristics, is being used as a surfacing 
material throughout homes and com-
mercial spaces. Available in many colors 
and visual textures, concrete also offers 

endless customization options and 
design � exibility. With fresh creativity 
being revealed in the latest ideas for 
concrete applications, homeowners 
are really starting to see how beautiful 
concrete can be. 

More and more new homes are featur-
ing concrete designs in wall systems that 
are constructed with Insulated Con-
crete Forms (ICF). These are basically 
forms for poured concrete walls that 
remain in place as a permanent part of 
the foundation and wall assembly. Ap-
proximately two and one-half inches of 
expanded polystyrene (EPS) foam com-
prise the inside and outside of the form, 
with plastic ties serving as connectors. 
Forms are assembled and put together 
in a similar fashion to stacking blocks in 
whatever shape the exterior walls have 
been designed. Walls are reinforced 
horizontally and vertically with steel 
rebar and also temporarily braced for 
added strength prior to the pour. 

Experienced builders can readily 
create angles and curves, which makes 
              it easy to incorporate bows, 

bays and 
radiuses into 
the home design. 
An ICF system can ac-
commodate any of today�s 
most popular design features, such 
as tall walls, large openings, long � oor 
spans and cathedral ceilings. The key 
is working with a builder who has the 
engineering and construction experi-
ence necessary to bring these features 
together in concrete building. Similar 
to stick built and component building, 
the more features you incorporate, 
the more you should plan on paying 
for construction. 

Decorative Concrete

“If you want a concrete mix that 
features many green building 
characteristics, look for one that 
is made from natural materials, 
including organic pigments, 
and that primarily comes 
from local resources. Keep in 
mind that concrete products 
can be recycled for new 
applications, as well.”

-- Jennie Maurer
  Hallmark Building Supplies, Inc. 
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