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your home’s environmental control 
center. The convenience of technology 
cannot be underestimated, especially 
when it comes to user-friendly tech-
nology in the home, with easy access 
remotely. As builders and homeowners 
search for more innovative ways to add 
both value and entertainment into their 
homes, you might ask yourself this ques-
tion, what will they think of next?  

Using Grif� n’s TotalRemote software 
and IR device and a bit of elbow grease, 
you can set up your iPod as a remote for 
any number of devices, including your 
TV, DVD player, Xbox, and Roomba. 

Pete McIntyre of Superior Sight & Sound and Susan 
Montie of Advanced Communication Specialists 
shared their expertise for this article.  

Photo top right, courtesy of Callen Construction 
Inc./Hometown Building.

The latest iPod systems provide 
seamless integration of iPod 
music into any home audio or theater system. 
I � nd that many of my costumers enjoy navigating their iPod 
music playlists and videos on their home television screens. 

            � Pete McIntyre, Superior Sight & Sound 

When IPods were � rst intro-
duced, they served as por-
table music devices. Bought 

with a pair of headphones, iPods were 
� rst used to listen to your favorite 
songs on your way to work or during 
an intense workout session. Since then, 
many newer versions of the iPod have 
continued to capture the interest of a 
wider audience - homeowners.  New 
home construction and the remodeling 
industry are welcoming the iPod culture 
in with the latest advancements in iPod 
technology which are geared to revolu-
tionize our way of living at home.  

Today’s iPods offer more interoperabil-
ity, a big word that stands for the ability 
of a system or a product to work with 
other systems or products without spe-
cial effort on the part of the consumer. 
This has opened a whole new world for 
homeowners and has changed us in a 
lot of ways.  

When setting up an iPod system in your 
home, you need to familiarize your-
self with the iPod dock. Docks can be 
installed in walls and cabinets and in 
as many rooms as desired and made to 
blend as sublty as you choose. Today’s 
iPod docks ful� ll a number of functions 
and it is important to become informed 
about your options. Docks used to 
fucntion as iPod chargers. Now, many 
docks offered are equipped to hook 
up to your computer and "sync" or 
integrate, songs and videos from the in-
ternet. They also offer video and audio 
connection. With the right cables, you 
can connect your iPod to your home 
stereo so you can listen to your music 
throughout the home - living room or 
backyard, home of� ce or recreation 

room, anywhere. Or connect your iPod 
to your home theatre so you can watch 
videos on the big screen.  

With the lastest user interface devices, 
such as keypads and LCD touch panels, 
you can now integrate these systems and 
control (to varying degrees) all of your 
homes electronics. This means that the 
iPod is becoming a remote control for 
all your home systems. The possibility 
of controlling your thermostat and mak-
ing your window blinds go up, are just a 
couple of examples. 

With all these systems, price will depend 
on the quality of the brand, as well as 
the features of your dock. Be sure to 
talk to your builder or a systems integra-
tor as these professionals have extensive 
experience in installing a variety of iPod 
systems throughout the home. 

The iPod revolution is popularizing the 
use of iPods in new home construction 
that is customized to homeowners of 
all generations. What once began as a 
portable music player is now becoming 

music into any home audio or theater system. 
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