when describing a sink these days,

and a sink is no longer just a sink.
In the last decade, the basic basin has
taken on new direction and now can
be the center of a conversation, just
like a piece of art. The market keeps
reinventing the sink as new homeowner
demand calls for sinks with speci ¢
uses and decorating styles along with
function.

Function is not the only word used

Homeowners are looking for sinks that

lend themselves to many different deco-

rating styles. Some examples of these
styles are Asian, traditional, contempo-
rary, modern, transitional, rustic, arts
& crafts, and country. Whatever the
homeowner s style may be, the increas-
ing demand for function with style has
in uenced the development of several
material options, as well as shape and
overall design options.
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APRON FRONT (FARMHOUSE) SINK

Decorative Bowls and Sinks

What material is chosen depends on
what best ts the homeowner s needs.
A high quality stainless steel is still a
top choice for being hygienic. It can
also withstand a lot of abuse and never
goes out of style because of the neutral
color. Cast iron sinks have endless op-
tions for color. Solid surface or quartz
is great for resisting scratches as is

reclay. Using natural materials, such
as travertine, onyx, marble and granite,
in different shapes and applications,
such as vessels, under mount, and drop
in, lend themselves to conform to the
multitude of styles and functions they
need to accommodate. A vessel sink is a
sink which sits on top of a counter top.
A drop-in sink is surface mounted; the
rim is visible and sits on the countertop
while the undermount basin is unseen
below the countertop.

STAINLESS STEEL VESSEL SINK



The busiest work zone is the kitchen
sink. Homeowners desire to have
kitchens that are attractive as well as ef-
cient. This has helped in the develop-
ment of kitchen sinks that will tinto
the overall design of your kitchen and
still be able to function well. Many sinks
are now accommodating functions such
as a dishwasher, cutting board, grater, or
a strainer. They have a high/low double
or triple basin for the convenience of
doing both food prep and clean up.
They also come with accessories such

improve ef ciency and the prepara-
tion process. These sinks look good as
centerpieces in an island that everyone
can gather around. They come in all
shapes and sizes and are as beautiful as
they are functional. Fill them with ice,
wine, cold beer, shrimp cocktail, fresh
fruit, or owers, all to lure guests to the
entertaining hot spot.

Tranquility and a spa feel are two
characteristics homeowners like to in-
corporate into their bathrooms. Every-

“Sinks are more than a standard feature in homes today. We
are beginning to see a whole new level of uniqueness in the
design of decorative sinks and bowls. While function is still
a main focus, they can also be decorative by incorporating
custom colors, shapes, and sizes. We enjoy showing our
clients their options and hearing their requests for something
new and beautiful every time.”

— Kris Bilty, Dream Rooms by Dream Kitchens

of glass with etched patterns, painted
motifs, abstract colors, and clear glass.
These glass vessels are available with

a smooth or an eroded (rough) edge.
There are copper sinks that are hand-
hammered and formed into all differ-
ent shapes. Kris Bilty, Dream Rooms
by Dream Kitchens, notes that Copper
sinks in different nishes of natural
antique or tempered-brushed nickel are
popular, as well. Keep in mind, when
choosing unique and high-end materi-
als for decorating your sink or bowl,
itis importantto nd a professional

as soap dispensers, soft water taps, and
sprayers built in. A popular trend for a
kitchen sink is the apron front (farm-
house) sink. This deep utility basin
sink is visually stimulating with a lower
front that pushes out just past the front
of the cabinetry that surrounds it. The
apron front style makes it more com-
fortable to prepare and clean within it.
It is also great for cleaning of large pots
and cookie sheets. As the demand has
grown for this style of sink, manufactur-
ers have produced more variations of
materials for these sinks such as, re-
clay, hammered copper, stainless steel,
cast iron and stone. The farmhouse
sink is in demand for laundry rooms as
well. Another popular feature is a sink
with a low pro le divider. This innova-
tive sink allows for two separate basins
or one large basin depending on the
depth of water.

The kitchen has become the entertain-
ing hot spot in the home, and the
newest trends of entertainment sinks
and food prep sinks are helping to
achieve this. They can provide a need-
ed and convenient work space to help

one enjoys a spa-like retreat, and a bath-
room sink is a key piece in making that
happen. A great number of furniture-
style vanities that look like a dresser or
taller nightstand with an undermount
or vessel sink are becoming a popular
request by many homeowners today.
These vanities lead to a more eclectic
feel. For a more contemporary air, a
favorite is the oating vanity, recom-
mends A.J. Simon, design consultant for
S.J. Janis Company, Inc. This is a glass
vessel sink on a wooden vanity that is
attached to the wall, but does not sit on
the oor, hence, giving the impression
thatitis oating. A.J. explains, Float-
ing vanities can make a small bathroom
feel larger, and another bonus is that
night lighting can be installed on the
underside of the oating cabinet.
Another option is the glass coun-
tertops with an integrated bowl,
created for homeowners who
desire a sleek, airy feel.

CUSTOM STONE
VESSEL SINK

Vessel sinks and undermount sinks have

become distinctive pieces of art and are

available in many styles, shapes, and col-

ors. There are handmade sinks made
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