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In-Law Suites

In today�s society, it is not uncommon 
to have expanded or extended family 
living together under one roof. In 

some households, this family environment 
is a cultural tradition. In others, grandpar-
ents or older relatives may have offered 
to help out with child care and other 
household duties; providing a living space 
for these helpers just makes good sense 
for family dynamics. Finally, the rising cost 
of elderly care, speci� cally assisted living 
or nursing homes, also plays a dramatic 
role in determining where to house ag-
ing relatives once they decide they no 
longer want to stay in their homes. In-law 
suites have become a common request as 
families work to accommodate the elder 
generation comfortably in their homes. 

�I liken it to the difference between rent-
ing and owning a place. What do you have 
to show for the investment in assisted 
living or a nursing home when it is all said 
and done? With the addition of an in-law 
suite, when all is said and done you�ve 
built an extra bedroom, bathroom, and 
living space,� said Tom Weiher of Carmel 
Builders, Inc. �She�ll stay with us; she�ll be 
more comfortable, and we�ll build more 
equity in the home at the same time. Of 
course, family dynamics come into play. 
You need to get along with your parent 
or relative. In-law suites allow you to keep 
family in tact, keep relationships growing, 
and increase the value of the property.�

When determining the design of the 
suite, it is important for all the individuals 
who will be living in the home to sit down 
and decide:

� How many individuals will be living in 
   the suite?
� Will the suite be needed seasonally or 
   year round?
� Will the majority of the time be spent 
   in the suite or in other common spaces 
   within the home?
� Are there any current disabilities that 
   may impact the suite�s design?
� What kinds of aging in place features 
   should be included in the suite�s design?

� What is the preferred location?
� Is a separate entry necessary? Is a 
   separate garage entrance necessary?
� What is the tentative budget and the 
   desired square footage?
� What type of family dynamics do you 
   want this suite to support? Will interac-
   tion with family be daily or occasional? 

Because each family�s needs are differ-
ent, ask your builder or remodeler to 
point out challenges that they have ad-
dressed in previous in-law suite designs. 
For example, talk to your builder about 
sound challenges, electrical and plumb-
ing issues, as well as possibly including a 
separate HVAC zone so the suite tempera-
ture can be adjusted separate of the rest 
of the home. 

While the rooms most commonly in-
cluded in an in-law suite are a bedroom, 
bathroom and sitting room, you won�t 
want to overlook storage. Providing 
adequate storage allows your parent or 
relative to hold onto sentimental items 
that he or she may not be able to part 
with yet. Keep in mind that downsizing 
from a home to a suite of rooms can be 
a challenge, so the more storage areas 
you are able to incorporate into the suite, 

Keep an Open Mind:
Underused spaces can easily be converted 

into fully functional In-law suites with 
features like a private entry, kitchenette or 
laundry facilities. You’ll also want to plan 

ahead with aging in place features.

“The biggest limitation when designing an 
in-law suite is keeping the size compact and 
expenses under control. A full-blown in-law 
suite associated with a project is really a 
small apartment. The homeowner needs to 
also consider what that suite will become 
if needs change over time.”

Bryan Tom, Architectural Development Services, Inc.
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