Appliances

question . . . which came rst, the need

for new appliances or the desire for a
new kitchen? In today s kitchen remodels,
one drives the other.

| t s kind of like the chicken and the egg

It can start with something as simple as
replacing a dishwasher. Yes, you can abso-
lutely replace your dishwasher with one of
similar size (but quite advanced features)
and be done with your journey into the
world of new and improved . . . or you
can investigate the new drawer systems
that exist or decide whether or not now

is the time to install a second dishwasher
to make sure you ve got room to wash the
dishes you use in food preparation as well
as the dishes you use for dinner.
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If the dishwasher isn t enough to

pull you into the world of today s
appliances, maybe replacing your
refrigerator will. Of course, you can
still have a freezer on the top and a
refrigerator on the bottom, but there
are so many more options to choose from.
Consider the top of the line refrigerator
and/or freezer that blends into your cabi-
netry perfectly. Even the depth doesn t
give away that a refrigerator is housed
behind those panels of birch, maple, or

whatever is at home in your kitchen. with warming drawers or small ovens in
Standard size refrigerators still exist, their own right. Convection ovens ensure
but they too offer a host of options. even cooking and allow a taste of a true

gourmet experience. For those who like
Then there are the stoves . . . commercial  to separate the cooktop and the oven (or

grade masterpieces command attention in many cases ovens) there are plenty of
in any kitchen, but your typical 30 range  gas and electric alternatives. Meal prepa-
offers some pretty incredible features ration has taken center stage and today s

too. Storage drawers have been replaced ovens are right at home in the spotlight.



Since the new options in appliances can be overwhelming, the best place to
start is with a little self-re ection. What do you like and what don t you like

in your existing appliances? Also consider the features your friends or family
have selected in their appliances that might make your kitchen more ef cient
for you. A warming drawer can keep a meal warm for a family member who
gets home just past dinner, while a refrigerator drawer can keep fruit and
vegetables on hand for quick meal preparation. Before you even look at all
the features that today s appliances have to offer, look at how you live. Share
this information with your salesperson, and let him or her guide you to the
features that match your lifestyle.

Another factor to consider is that as appliances are becoming more sophisti-
cated, you are going to want to put your trust into someone who understands
all the technology and its bene ts. Talk to your builder, remodeler,

or another trusted source for a recommendation before you visit the
appliance store. Creativity can and should be quali ed.

lim Becker, American TV & Appliance Contract Sales and Randall Felker, Colder’s Inc.
shared their expertise for this article.

Photos courtesy of American TV & Appliance.

When approaching kitchen remodels,
most times people are being directed to make
appliance selections rst. They really do dictate
what type of cabinetry and countertops are
available. Sometimes the appliances also give

way for a designer to get the feel of the kitchen.

Appliances have very distinct styles now and
thus need to match the rest of the feel of
the overall room.

Randall Felker, Colder s Inc.

Appliances are also
transforming the
way we look at:

LAUNDRY ROOMS

There are so many options
now in color, design, function,
and accessories that the com-
mon white washer and dryer
pair are becoming a thing of
the past for most new buyers.
Many times a considerable
amount of time is spent doing
laundry, so the rooms in which
this is done have become much
more inviting.

LOWER LEVELS
Homeowners are approaching
the lower level as an entirely
new living area, with under-
counter refrigerators, wine
storage, built-in icemakers,
and even full kitchens.

OUTDOOR

LIVING AREAS

Believe it or not, even in Wis-
consin there is a lot of interest
in outdoor kitchens  from
something as simple as a built-
in grill, to full-blown gourmet
kitchens, with refrigerators,
ovens, ventilation, and sinks
surrounded by custom-built
stonework enclosures.

Screened in porches, garages,

and bathrooms are also ben-
e ting from today s appliances.
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