Buildinglnnovations

Elements to Add During Rough-In

For those of you who haven t built or remodeled a home, it may be
hard to envision what the inside of a wall space looks like. Taking

a step into your garage may help to give you a visual. An open wall
space is the frame of the wall covered on one side by the exterior
treatment that is designed to keep the weather out. Inside, the wall
frame is eventually covered with drywall, but not before some very

important elements are added.

in typically include electrical,

plumbing, and HVAC com-
ponents that need to be housed in
wall or ceiling spaces. Once these
mechanicals pass their inspections,
insulation is added before drywall
covers the framing. While these walls
are still open however, builders and
their subcontractors have discovered
the value of adding many amenities
like central vac systems, whole house
audio, and structured wiring. If any
of these systems are not planned
for properly during rough construc-
tion it may compromise installation

Elements added during rough-

costs, locations of components, and

ultimately the enjoyment of entertain-

ment systems in the home.

With the popularity of at panel tele-
visions, provisions are being made in
rough construction for cable boxes,
DVD players, component or HDMI
cabling and I/R remote systems

or universal remotes so that these
components are out of sight. Adding
these custom integrated systems after

the walls are closed makes the installa-

tion more dif cult and more expen-
sive for the homeowner.
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Some details go beyond what can be
contained in a wall. If a customer
plans to eventually nish the base-
ment with a bedroom, it would be
most economical to add an egress
window to the basement in the
construction phase instead of waiting
until after the home is built. Excavat-
ing around the foundation, damaging
landscaping, and cutting an egress
window into the foundation is an ex-
ample of a very costly afterthought.

Determining the way you want to live
in your home in the future is essential
when planning for elements to add
during rough construction. Phas-

ing in improvements becomes much
more affordable when steps have
been taken to minimize construction
costs down the line.
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You can begin planning for the
elements that need to be incorporated
during rough-in as soon as plans
are nalized. Once room sizes,
entertainment, and safety needs are
determined it is essential to establish
appropriate allowances for whole-
house systems like central vac,
structured wiring, lighting control,
whole house audio, surround sound,
and security systems.
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